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Sources of discontent for the traditional Western research university have multiplied during the recent decade. Threats to academic freedom are related to appearance of new labels for ‘university’ – e.g. The Service University. In this paper, current university development is analysed in terms of how ‘globalisation’ as a change in the research university’s surroundings is influencing the university’s organisation and production. 

Changes in the general understanding of knowledge, the role and power of professors in relation to the administration, students with more diverse preconditions for academic learning than before and demands from the administration, students and surroundings for an ICT-based pedagogy are among the discontents of the today’s western university. The changed context of the university is analysed by observing how ‘the market’, for example, students, working life and the state has changed in terms of its expectations to the university. Among these different ‘customers’ the state has a particular position, since it is normally also the mandator of the university. However, this mandator is now increasingly unfaithful to its own institutions, and is even going to private and foreign institution to buy the academic services needed. 

A particular dramatic contextual change seems to appear: The US National Committee for international trade and education seems to be pushing actively on WTO for making higher education a part of global free trade. It is not incidental that such initiatives happen in the Anglo-American world of universities. From the Continental European and Scandinavian corner of the world professors are asking: is it possible to establish resistance towards this effect of globalisation? Or, is the morphology of the global network society so powerful that it is only a matter of time when universities have either to adapt and compete, or disappear? 

Based on reports from developments in the US, Western Europe and Scandinavia an attempt is made at systematising general features of development: from “traditional” research university to market-driven “service university”. Three scenarios are envisaged of the future destiny of the traditional western research university: 

· it may go bankrupt;

· it may change into a knowledge enterprise (that is: it is no longer a ‘university’);

· it may survive as an academic service university. 

The last term implies being simultaneously able to keep up the traditions of academic freedom and institutional autonomy, and, being capable of doing business competitively in the global higher education market. 

Related to the third scenario, general and specific conditions for doing free and critical research within a market-driven service university are discussed in general, before the case of Norway is related to the international trends. It is claimed that a global higher education market is unavoidable. However, the traditional western academic culture is strong, not only in the universities, but also in the backbones of all the professionals in society trained and socialised at universities. It is assumed to be a slow process to push the university towards a completely market-driven institution. 

From a more active point of view, the possibilities for continued free academic research within the historically new conditions are dependent on the professors’ sociological imagination and strategic creativity in exploiting the possibilities of, particularly, the new information and communication technology. These technologies make it possible to carry out considerable amount of independent social science research on a global scale with rather small budgets. ICT can also be used to establish powerful global networks of researchers developing strategies of speaking truth to administrative, political and economic powers. 

In conclusion, the power balance of professors, state and market in Norway is analysed on the background of how three successive governments of different political colours have interpreted the needs of Norwegian universities in the global knowledge economy and which reform steps that are seen as relevant. The Labour Party, who was most supportive of the professors’ view upon higher education polices, has had to leave government. The new conservative minister of education and research has sent a clear message: reforms in service university direction will be made. Norwegian professors are facing similar conditions of academic freedom as their colleagues in the Anglo-American world. The next research question is, how creative and innovative are they in keeping up academic freedom in a global, capitalist, higher education market economy?

